


A Trial Firm Dedicated 
To Product Safety



is a trial law firm, first and foremost. Located in  
Orlando, Florida, the firm specializes in litigating product 
liability cases throughout the state and nationally, and  
aggressively advocating for clients to obtain the best 
possible results.  We specialize in representing consumers 
against manufacturers in a broad range of automotive 
defect cases. This emphasis includes claims relating to 
unsafe airbags, tire failures, seatback and seatbelt failures, 
and rollover stability cases. The firm also handles a  
multitude of cases relating to defective designs of  
consumer products, industrial products and heavy  
equipment. 

Reputation for Success
The vast majority of our business is referred by other  
attorneys based on our reputation as thorough and  
effective product safety specialists.  We are selective in  
the cases we handle, allowing us to concentrate on the 
intensive development of every claim and give each  
client our close personal attention.

Aggressive Advocates
A large part of our trial strategy is to retain nationally  
recognized experts to evaluate, pursue and present 
testimony at trial on defect-related issues.  We utilize 
state of the art technology to organize data, to evaluate 
technical information, and to present evidence to  
juries.  And, our relationships with other product safety 
attorneys and advocacy groups throughout the U.S.  
ensure access to valuable information and knowledge 
that can assist our clients in their pursuit of justice.

Committed To Excellence
At the end of the day, who we are is defined by  
the service we provide to clients who trust us to 
represent them, and the work we do as product safety 
attorneys to bring about justice for consumers injured 
or wrongfully killed by unsafe products.  With numerous 
professional awards, high academic credentials, access  
to the country’s best experts, and extensive trial  
experience, the Didier Law Firm is committed to  
excellence in product liability law.

The Didier Law Firm
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When a consumer buys a product, they rightfully expect it to perform safely and efficiently.  
Unfortunately, that isn’t always the case.  While defects take many forms, cases involving unsafe 
products usually involve claims of design defects, manufacturing defects and failure to warn claims. 

Our Focus ... 
Consumer Safety



What Constitutes A Product Liability Claim? 

A product liability claim arises when someone is injured or killed due to a product defect. The defect can relate to 
a specific design or manufacturing flaw, or it may refer to the defect in the marketing of a product, such as incorrect 
instructions or a failure to warn consumers about a certain aspect that is dangerous. There are several potential 
defendants in a product liability claim, including the manufacturer, the wholesaler, and the retail store where the 
product was sold.

An action for product liability can be brought under 
a few different theories. Our proven track record of 
multi-million dollar verdicts and settlements often 
stems from our ability to integrate detailed proof of 
defective product design with more conventional 
negligence theories. Typically, product safety cases fall 
into one of three categories:

1.  A Design Defect
In these cases, all products of a particular design 
would be defective. In many of these types of cases, 
a simple fix costing a minimal amount may have 
been available and could have saved lives. Or, in
others, a defect exists that may warrant a recall, and 
legal actions often can spur this life-saving result. 

2.  A Manufacturing Defect 
Here, the defect would be exclusive to one product  
or it could be present in many of the same kind of
products. Typically, manufacturing defects result from 
an error at the factory or a lack of quality control. 

3.  A Failure To Warn
A defect can exist in the form of inadequate
warnings regarding a dangerous aspect of the
product or a lack of proper instructions on the
safe use of the product that results in harm to
the consumer.  When warnings or instructions
are incomplete or omitted, a failure to warn claim
may arise.

Types of Claims
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What Do 
You Do If 
You Have A 
Potential 
Claim?
When representing a client with 
catastrophic injuries, an investigation 
must be done to determine if a 
product defect was involved in 
causing the injuries or death. Using 
our expertise, we can help you  
identify potential product defect 
claims. Early and sustained involve-
ment is critical, particularly as the 
facts and evidence develop. If a 
potential claim exists, we can  
also assist you in ensuring that  
immediate action is taken to protect 
your client’s interests. Because of  
the complexity of products cases 
it is critical that the vehicle and 
evidence is properly preserved, the 
scene is secured and documented, 
and that any critical testimony be 
identified and memorialized. Once 
the necessary steps are taken, then a 
detailed and considered analysis can 
be done as to the potential merits of 
a product defect-based claim.  
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Vehicle Defect Claims

Airbag Claims
With every passing year, airbag systems become more and more complex. 
For example, many systems now monitor seat position and belt use or  
non-use to determine when and if an airbag deployment is needed in minor 
to moderate accidents to protect the occupant. If your client was injured or 
killed as a result of an airbag failing to perform as intended, a closer look at a 
potential defect claim is warranted. 

Fuel-Fed Fires 
It is generally recognized among automotive designers that vehicle occupants 
should not be seriously injured or killed due to a post-collision fire if the  
accident is otherwise survivable. Experts and manufacturers agree on the 
importance of designing vehicles to prevent thermal injuries or fire-related 
deaths post-accident, yet people are still injured or killed each year due to 
faulty fuel system designs. If your client’s injuries result from a post-collision 
fire, we can investigate whether a viable fuel-fed fire claim exists.

Occupant Ejections
As safety systems in vehicles improve each year, the likelihood of being  
seriously injured in an accident has decreased. Central to the concept of 
occupant protection in accidents is the idea that vehicle occupants must be 
safely contained within the vehicle. If you have a client who was ejected in  
an accident, a claim may exist.

Roof Crush
The term “roof crush” is used to describe the unintended failure of a vehicle’s 
roof structure during a rollover accident.  When these structures fail they can 
cause the roof to intrude into the occupant compartment causing serious 
injuries, including significant head and spinal cord injuries. If your client was  
involved in a rollover accident and significant roof crush occurred, we can 
help you investigate whether a claim exists.

Seatback Failures
Often, the ability of an occupant to walk away from a serious rear-end  
accident depends on how well that occupant’s seatback performed in the 

What We Do
A large part of our practice at Didier Law Firm deals with vehicle defects. Due to the wide variety of vehicles on the road today, there is a broad range of 
potential defects. Theories may arise based upon the specific facts and circumstances of the accident at issue, and we can help identify and evaluate if a viable 
claim or claims exist. Over the years, we have litigated a wide variety of defect claims. Some of the areas in which we practice extensively include:



crash. While there is significant debate within the automotive industry about 
the best design for seatbacks to prevent injuries, there is consensus that 
seatbacks should not fail uncontrollably rearward. If you have a client with 
injuries due to seatback failure, you may have a product liability claim. 

Seatbelt Failures
Seatbelts are credited with saving thousands of lives and are invaluable as 
a safety device when accidents occur. However, when these critical safety 
systems fail, serious injuries and wrongful deaths can result. If this life-saving 
device didn’t do its job, we can help you investigate and evaluate if a claim 
exists. 

Tire Failures
Tire failure claims most often arise out of accidents that result from tread 
separations when the vehicle’s tread actually separates or peels off of the 
underlying carcass or body of the tire.  When this occurs, it can have dramatic 
effects on how a vehicle will react when the driver tries to maintain control, 
often leading to rollover accidents. Degradation is also common in tires 
over six years of age. If a tire failure played a part in your client’s accident,  
a product defect claim may exist. 

Trailer Sway
Trailer sway occurs when a trailer being towed by a car, truck, or van begins 
to sway or swing back and forth as it is being pulled. Often this side-to-side 
oscillation of the trailer occurs due to air disturbances caused by passing 
tractor trailers or wind gusts. Our experts are prepared to look at your 
potential trailer sway case if a trailer was involved in an accident.

Unsafe Child Seats
Children are our most precious cargo and, as consumers, we rely upon 
manufacturers of child seats to protect them when riding in vehicles.  
Unfortunately, not all child restraints are created equal.  Inadequate federal 
minimum standards and a lack of sophistication on the part of the child 
restraint industry have resulted in numerous deaths and injuries.  Defects 
to a child seat could include weak shell material, inadequate lateral support,  
or faulty harness systems. If a child seat did not perform as it should have, we 
can help you investigate a product defect claim.

Vehicle Stability
With the immense popularity of Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV’s) has come an 
alarming increase in rollover accidents. These accidents are often blamed on 
the driver of the vehicle who is accused of over-steering and losing control. 
However, it is now known that the stability of the vehicle itself has an enor-
mous impact on whether or not it may rollover as designed in foreseeable 
emergency driving maneuvers.  Additionally, new technologies like Electronic 
Stability Control (ESC) systems can help to prevent loss-of-control rollover 
accidents, yet are not being incorporated in all vehicles. If your client was 
involved in a loss-of-control-related accident, a stability claim may exist.  

Consumer Product Claims
Defects in consumer products are as varied as the array of products available 
to consumers for purchase. The term “consumer products” can be used to 
describe household products, items used in everyday activities, lawn mowers 
and other equipment, jet skis and other watercraft, common safety equipment 
like helmets and eye protection, or any other product that consumers find 
themselves utilizing. If any of these products cause a serious or catastrophic 



injury, and it appears that the product malfunctioned or did not perform as 
expected, then a potential claim may exist. 

Industrial Product and 
Heavy Equipment Claims
Industrial products, for example, tractors, forklifts, scaffolding, and cranes 
can be deadly if they are not designed to address inherent risks and safety 
concerns. Forklifts account for thousands of serious injuries and dozens of 
deaths each year on construction sites. Government inspectors report  
that each year 100 workers are killed and 20,000 seriously injured in forklift-
related accidents alone.  Victims of industrial and heavy equipment product 
defects are entitled to seek restitution from the manufacturers and distributors 
of these products. Often, claims of these types arise from worksite accidents, 
and if catastrophic injuries result from an accident, the potential role of a 
defect should be explored. 

Spoliation of Evidence
Spoliation of evidence claims arise when evidence necessary to pursue a 
product liability claim is destroyed by someone who owed a duty to prevent 
such destruction. In many of these cases where evidence has been destroyed, 
the guilty party will claim that they did not have a “duty” to preserve the 
evidence, and, therefore, cannot be held responsible. In Florida, a duty to 
preserve evidence can arise by contract, by statute, or by a properly served 
discovery request after a lawsuit has been filed. If you believe a product defect 
caused your client’s injuries, and evidence was destroyed or discarded, a claim 
for spoliation may exist.
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The firm’s founding partner, Henry Didier, has developed a 

successful record on behalf  of clients in catastrophic injury 

listing of someand wrongful death claims. Below is a  of the 

settlements and verdicts that Mr. Didier has worked to obtain 
in the past five years on behalf of those affected when product 

defects have caused injuries or wrongful death. 

Verdicts of Note

•  Wrongful Death due to Airbag Defect - $3,319,000
Estate of Mayling Semidey v. Ford Motor Company

•  Catastrophic Leg Injury due to Negligent Repair - $1,840,800
Steve Holliman v. Southern Agcom, Inc. 

The settlements obtained as referenced herein reflect the allegations made, not an 
ultimate admission of liability or fault by the manufacturer(s) or parties alleged to have 
been responsible. 

Notable Settlements
Practice Area  Award Amount 

Trailer Sway/Vehicle Handling  $10,000,000 

Tire Failure  $9,300,000 

Tire Failure  $6,770,000 

Seatback Failure/Occupant Ejection  $4,750,000 

Seatback Failure/Occupant Ejection  $4,600,000 

Design Defect in Consumer Product  $4,400,000 

Tire Failure/Vehicle Instability  $3,700,000 

Seatback Failure/Design Defect  $3,400,000 

Tire Failure/Vehicle Instability  $3,020,000 

Roof Crush  $3,000,000 

Unsafe Airbag $3,000,000 

Failure to Incorporate Safety Device  $1,750,000 

Fuel System Defect  $1,500,000 

Negligent Repair/Tire Failure  $1,320,000 

Seatback Failure/Lack of Window Glazing   $1,250,000

Seatback Failure/Occupant Ejection $1,100,000 

Defective Seatbelt  $975,000 

Spoliation of Evidence  $800,000 

Settlements 
And Verdicts
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